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The Gypsies pitch up

Wild Balkan music is electrifying the New York club scene, reports Nina Roberts

Pk WRENTS

I'HE Bulgnrian Bar, on the
corner of Broadway at Canal
sireel, lookd like an Easiern
Hine mec room  gone mad
Every Thursday might, wmder
fim oolowred Lights and o dis
oo ball, people loose ithem-
sehves on the |,-\.+H,'L|.'|1 S
Mo0r o Mew York City's most
unusual damee rhythma.

Homanian Balkan bras i
-l mks  Mano Hega
sireamnd intn Aamenco dub
slapped  Imbo raggeaton, Fan-
fare Clocarlia, mived with the
Bl Brains, vased o Turkizh
poitars, with some  Fugan
stabs. The music is 50 lowd tha
inner organs vibrate, and cars
will meg for the next 18 hours
surging this way anmd that, the
dancng throng i a tangle of
tiversity tweniysomething
proovers, retro Eighties gear.
talkan bankers in suits, faux-
hawks, sludends m SnELEerE
and greving artis

|gniting the soemne Ffrom be
hind the I oounter i Engense
Hiite a surprissgly sexy Temid
with parcelain skin, big-Bdded
yes and a0 pold 1ooth barely
wvisible under his bushy winged
moustache, He throsts his
body aratand ta the poundiag
rhythms he's spinming while
swigging from a botthe of bran-
dy, His uniwsttonad chirt flaps
about and it's only & maiter of
time before & comes off and
he's wanding on the counier
with a mike in hand, Hbke, X2
a refugee from the Ulkraine,
has bhéen 4 pionéer i New
York City's gypsy-punk socne
fthronggh [0 gips at the Bulpari-
ann Bar and his formidable
hand Caogal Bondedla

1 always wamiled (o be a
conduoctor, scior, masician. in-
strummenialisl, singer, compos-
er, poet, all at the same time,”
he says “That & why Gopol
Boredello is the way it i it's
kind of an svalanche of all
these things”

Formed in 2000, the eght-
member band & a ragtag
group of immigrants from Hus-
sla, lsrael, Ukmine, phs onc
American dnammer. Thair per-
[armances imvalve an acoond-
o, costumes, crowd surfing. vi-
olins, howoze, guitars amed  hard-
core sound, mixing pypsy. Hus-
stanUkraimian folk and punk.

Laypey-inspined hamnds have
been emerging for the [t
time in Mew York City “We
all came from separate places
and found one another.” says
Salp Shirey, 37, the producer
of the Eing Gypsy Rocker Mas-
sives amd  guitarist of the
pyvpey=punk group  Lumines
cent Orchestrii

At the sald-pat Knitting
HFactory glg for Lvpsy Massive
Shirey announces from the
stage. “This & the music for
drinking. dancing and ="
Later he explaine “We're pur-
milng the nesd to have fun
This oty has an extremes
lack of joy.”

Romashka and Slavic Soul

Party! ane two hands that play
traditiomal gypsy and Balkan
damoe party music with van-
o comabinations of sax, per-
CUSEN, dannel, vaoln, J0008-
dion, trampet and tuba Dur-
ing a break ot & recent Romash-
ka shew, Inna Barmash, 26, a
singer from Lithuank saye
“There is something about gyp-
&y music that people just ne-
spond to. whether it's famen-
oo, Hungaran gypsy or Fus-
SN Eyvpsy — N catches pec-
ple's souls im e very immediate
way, People seem (o Know
how ta dance to it inbuithvely.”

Indesd they do. With a few
stomps of Iona's high-heeled
boot, the band Mooy
launches imto Mariena, Diners
at the East Village Turkish res-
taurant sbardon their tables,
Al danc® im the BNy pace in
front of the band, oblivious to
the grumpy waters who get
justled by the crowd.

Mati Moran, 32, always
leaids his rawcous band, Slavic
Soul Party!, cut of the pesform-
ance area o snake around e
bar amd lwhles of drinkers,
imposing his huge strapped-on
drum. Merar  belioves the
opering up of the Eastern boc
and recent immagration pat
berms have confribuled (o the
growing populbarity in Balkan-
Homa music “As things state-
s become more squane and
Band, ity w0 eicting 0 N
music pnd oultures that really
lay their = on the Kne. Bal-

kan brass-hand music 8 8-
treme. There B just a real
halls-to-the-wall-ness  thal is
cool. We grew up with punk,
and mayhe we ket incedibly
lonmd guitars belimd for a while,
Bt @ lot of us still want to live
at the edge of something Bal-
kan mistic is really intense and
a beautifi! way 10 grab on bo
some fire and some life™
Galgnol, =2 four-person
baned, serves up a combination
af punk, jaz, folk, tango, kiez-
meer, cheap red wine, woally
pinstriped suits, newshoy caps
and one woxed moustache,
worm by Franz MNicolay. As he
purmps his accondion, leenng-
e in fulk-on punk regalia
thrash amd dance “"We're

ilaing (olk muasie from a coun-
try that mever cxisted,” Mico-
lay says. “[t's the kind of music
we'd like to hear, mther than
the kind of music people were
making [0 yeers ago,”

On a recend night at the
Calapagos In Brooklyn, the
Hungry March Band (22 phs
MUSKERS)  weaves  ils way
through the crowd on o the
stage. Mardi gras beads swing,
saxes buci, trombones exdend,
Theres o cabaret feel, with
wigs, poggles, pigtails, spinning
bass - drum mallets, fedaras;
spoons  mitle o washboord;
there are epaudettes, a hula
hisop, marching hats aead &
frilly red crinolme. The play-
ing ix tight and immaculate

dolmg folic
musle lrom
& eolniry
that newer
andsted,” ha
=y

(xreg Squared, 13 one of
the six sax players, savx “The
pecipde that play this stufl anre
amazing nmushclans, and (' 80
foret g bis yourr ear thad ik awuto-
mutically grabs you. To be able
toyplay in @ weird meeter i diffi-
cult; bo be able to groove and
Jam i a weind meter s even
e Tl

Hiatz, of Gogol Bardells, is
# quarter Roma, and is slightiy
proprictary shout gypey music
and culbare. He wants musi-
cians to understand and re-
fpect the culture, not just 1o
use the sound superficialby.
“Thene are pioneers driven by
passhon, but then there are
alsg copycals, — people who
starf throwing ppsy and Bal-
kam all over their things with-
out even krowing what it
means, he sAys

Gogol Bordello has been
colleciing rave reviews on all
five of their CDs, induding the
latest, Fast Infection. and have
payed al Tate Modern and
the Whitney, 35 wall 8z local
dives across America, Earope
and Likrame Hikr & als 00-
starring i Everything is [Mami-
mated, 3 movie besed on the
brook by Jonathan Safran Poer,
due oul in Amenca in August.

1 meally howve NMew York
and what has happened here,”
sy Hute “1 brought a thing
that nobody ever theught
aboat kere, and | was able o
communicaie 1 o people and
ongEnale 3 whobe Sodlowing.”



